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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Claims 1, 3 and 5 have been amended. 
Claim 9 has been added. Claims 2 and 6-8 have been canceled. Claims 1, 3-5 and 9 
remain pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3-5 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shiga et al. (US Patent Number 6761327). 
Regarding claim 1, Shiga discloses: 
A tape cartridge comprising: 

A reel hub unit (figure 1, item 23), for winding a tape-shaped recording medium 
(figure 1, item 20) on its periphery (column 9, lines 22-25), rotatably accommodated in 
said tape cartridge (column 9, lines 22-25); and 

A leader member (figure 1, item 21) for holding and fixing a leading edge of the 
tape-shaped recording medium (column 9, lines 1-62); 
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Wherein said leader member includes a pin member (figure 5a, item 21a) having 
a pair of collar portions (figure 5a, item 21 d) between which the tape-shaped recording 
medium is positioned (column 10, lines 26-32), and a clamp member (figure 5a, item 
62) fitted in between said collar portions from through an opening (figure 5a, opening 
represented by slit [S]) so formed in a longitudinal direction of a cylindrical body as to 
extend to end surfaces on both sides of said cylindrical body (See figure 5a), and 
clamping the tape-shaped recording medium between said pin member and said clamp 
member itself (column 10, lines 45-50); and 

Chamfered portions (figure 36, item 64) are provided at edge portions of the 
opening of said clamp member (figure 36, (column 20, lines 37-42)), said chamfered 
portions each comprising a planar surface enclosed by three edges (figure 36 below), a 
first of said three edges being formed between the planar surface of the chamfered 
portion and an end surface of said cylindrical body facing one of said collar portions 
(figure 36, edge between surface 62c and 64), the second of said three edges being 
formed between the planar surface of the chamfered portion and a side surface of said 
cylindrical body extending in the longitudinal direction of said opening (figure 36, edge 
between surface S and 64), and the third of said three edges being formed between the 
planar surface of the chamfered portion and an outer peripheral surface of said 
cylindrical body (figure 36, edge between surface 62a and 64). 

Regarding claim 3, Shiga discloses: 

A tape cartridge according to claim 1, wherein said chamfered portions are 
provided at each of two side surfaces extending in the longitudinal direction of said 
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opening and facing each other with said opening interposed therebetween (figure 36, 
items 64 extend outwardly with respect to the opening). 
Regarding claims 4, Shiga discloses: 

A tape cartridge according to claim 1 , wherein a length of said chamfered portion 
in a direction of the side surface extending in the longitudinal direction, falls within a 
range of 0.1 through 2 mm (column 20, lines 15-18). 

Regarding claims 5, Shiga discloses: 

A tape cartridge according to claim 1, wherein a chamfering angle made between 
a chamfering line of said chamfered portion and by the side surface extending in the 
longitudinal direction, falls within a range of 20 through 50 degrees (figure 36, inclined 
guide surfaces are at an angle of about 30° to 45°). 

Regarding claim 9, Shiga discloses the features of claim 9 that are in common 
with the features previously presented in claim 1, as stated in the 102 rejection above, 
and further discloses: 

At least one chamfered portion is provided at an end of said cylindrical body 
facing one of said collar portions (figure 36, item 64 is at an end surface), said at least 
one chamfered portion comprising a planar surface that comprises an end surface of 
said cylindrical body in proximity to one of said collar portions (figure 36), said planar 
surface being positioned at an acute angle to a longitudinal axis of the cylindrical body 
and extending over a full cross-sectional area of the cylindrical body (figure 36, item 64 
extends over a full cross-sectional area). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew G. Kayrish whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4220. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 5pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 




